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“The Commission shall con- 
trol and administer the State 
Library Mark historic 
sites and houses and secure 
their preservation ... Main- 
tain for the use and infor- 
mation of the members of 
the Legislature, the heads of 
the several State depart- 
ments and other citizens a 
section of the State Library 
for legislative reference and 
information” and to “give 
the members of the Legisla- 
ture such aid and assistance 
in the drafting of bills and 
resolutions as may be asked 
«++ Collect materials relating 
te the history of Texas and 
the adjoining States, pre- 
serve, classify, and publish 
the manuscript archives and 
such other matters as it may 
deem proper, diffuse knowl- 
edge in regard to the history 
of Texas .. . Aid and en- 
courage libraries and give 
advice to such persons as 
contemplate the establish- 
ment of public libraries, con- 
duct library institutes and 
encourage library associations 

+ Establish and maintain 
in the State Library a rec- 
ords administration division 
which shall manage all public 
records of the State with the 
consent and co-operation of 
the heads of the various de- 
partments and institutions.” 
—From Texas statutes. 
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Community Services of Texas 


Junior College Libraries 


by 
John Paul Vagt 


Editor’s note. The junior colleges of 
Texas are furnishing an appreciable 
amount of library service through their 
libraries to the general public in their 
communities. Since there are junior 
colleges in ten counties that have lit- 
tle or no public library service, this 
is an especially important aspect of 
Texas library coverage and it deserves 
consideration in all library planning 
done in the State. The extent of li- 
brary service being offered to their 
communities by Texas junior colleges 
was the subject of a study completed 
in 1953 by John Paul Vagt in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements for the 
Master of Library Science Degree at 
The University of Texas Graduate 
School of Library Science. This arti- 
cle is a summary of that study. 

We are living in an utilitarian 
age. The pragmatic philosopher’s 
question, “Is it useful?” has forced 
radical changes in many of our 
basic institutions, making it nec- 
essary for an institution to de- 
monstrate constantly its utility if 
it is to maintain its existence. 

One of education’s most effect- 
ive responses to this demand that 
institutions prove themselves 
through increased service is the 
junior college. Through this new- 
comer a vast addition is made both 
to the number of people reached 
by higher education and in the 
range of courses offered in the 
curriculu. Of particular interest 
to junior college leaders is the ex- 
tension of service at the local level. 
This practice of extending service 





Mr. Vagt is Librarian, Howard 
County Junior College, Big Spring. 
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at the local level has resulted in 
community colleges which are also 
culture centers in their communi- 
ties. 

How does this responsibility for 
increased community service im- 
plicate the libraries of junior col- 
leges in Texas? If the junior col- 
lege is obliged to extend service at 
the local level in order to prove 
its utility, it follows that the jun- 
ior college library should also be 
alert to opportunities to meet com- 
munity needs. 

This study is based largely on 
the returns from a questionaire 
sent to 42 junior colleges in Texas 
and returned by 29, almost 70 per 
cent, of them. 


This study was undertaken to 
discover the nature and extent of 
the community services of the li- 
braries of the junior colleges in 
Texas. The community of the 
junior college was defined to be 
coterminous with the county in 
which the college is located. This 
was an arbitrary definition made 
in the interest of uniformity and 
was applied to public and private 
colleges alike. The study was com- 
posed of a discussion of the com- 
munity resources pertaining ‘to li- 
brary service, the resources of the 
institutions pertaining to such 
service, and a consideration of the 
actual community services provid- 
ed by the junior college libraries. 

THE COMMUNITIES 

The 38 counties in Texas which 
have junior colleges vary greatly 
in industries, area, population, 


wealth, and in library service for 
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sources other than junior colleges. 
A typical community apparently 
does not exist. A Texas junior 
college may serve a rural commun- 
ity that encompasses over a thou- 
sand square miles with as few as 
10 inhabitants per square mile and 
with no public library. On the 
other hand, the junior college li- 
brary may draw its patrons from 
a highly industrialized urban com- 
munity with the resultant variety 
of demands for library service. In 
the-community of this latter type, 
however, other kinds of libraries, 
such as public or special, are like- 
ly to furnish the major portion of 
the requirements for library serv- 
ice. Thus it appears that each 
community must be considered in- 
dividually. 
INSTITUTIONAL RESOURCES 

Factors singled out for consid- 
eration as resources pertinent to 
this study were the institutions 
the libraries serve, the libraries 
themselves, and the librarians. 

The institutions.—It was found 
that 27 of the 32 public junior col- 
leges included in this study place 
community service among their 
stated objectives, while of the 10 
privately supported institutions 
covered, 9 do not include commun- 
ity service among the objectives 
stated in their catalogues. A fac- 


tor which appears to affect the 
objectives of the colleges toward 
community service is the size of 
income. All of the 15 public eo. 
leges with incomes over $200,000 
per year include community sery- 
ice among their objectives, while 
four of the 12 with incomes under 
$200,000 do not. 

The libraries—The libraries 
have incomes ranging from $1,800 
to $27,000. Twelve of the 27 li 
braries which reported income fig- 
ures on the questionnaire have in- 
comes between $5,000 and $10,000. 
Three of the libraries do not have 
a professional librarian on their 
staffs, 22 of the libraries have one 
professional librarian on _ their 
staffs, and 4 have two or more 
trained personnel. Holdings of the 
libraries range from a low of 200 
volumes to a high of 35,000. The 
median number is 6,500. 

The librarians.—Of the total of 
29 librarians returning the ques- 
tionnaire, 2 have professional mas- 
ter’s degrees, 14 have professional 
bachelor’s degrees, and 10 have a 
bachelor’s degree that includes 


.courses in library science. One 


has a master’s degree in a subject 
field only and 2 have no college 
degree. A comparison of the edu- 
cational records of the librarians 
of public college libraries and of 


EDUCATION OF HEAD LIBRARIANS OF 


JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARIES 





Public Junior Private Junior 


Education of Librarian 





Professional master’s degree 
Professional bachelor’s degree 
Bachelor’s degree only 
Master’s degree in subject field 
No degree 


Colleges 


0 1 
1 2 


Colleges 


Total 





2 2 
13 14 
8 


10 








Total 


24 29 





180 


—$—$——— 


NovEMBER, 1955 





lwonmrvrud! 


a 


private college libraries reveals 
that 23 of the 24 librarians in pub- 
lic junior colleges have profession- 
al training and 3 of the 5 librari- 
ans in private colleges have profes- 
sional training. 

Seven of the 29 librarians failed 
to make any comment on the 
problem of the junior college’s 
community responsibility. Of these 
1, 4 have professional training and 
3 do not. From this evidence no 
relationship between education 
and attitude toward community 
service can be shown. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Loan service.—Twenty-three or 
nearly 30 per cent of the 29 li- 
brarians which returned question- 
naires provide loan service to non- 
college public. Since separate rec- 


ords of non-college use of the li- 
brary are not kept by the libraries 
statistics on use are based on esti- 
mates made by the librarians. Li- 
brarians at 8 of the 29 colleges 


covered by the study estimate that 
they serve fewer than 10 non-col- 
lege patrons per month, 4 estimate 
service to between 11 and 25, 2 
serve between 26 and 50 non-col- 
lege patrons per month, and 2 re- 
port service to over 50 such bor- 
rowers each month. 

Of the libraries which make 
loan service available to the com- 


munity, 18 or 62 per cent report 
professional men and women 
among their non-college patrons, 
11 or 38 per cent service business 
men, and 10 or 34 percent serve 
clubwomen. Two libraries or 7 
per cent report service to farmers 
and one reports service to labor- 
ers. Restrictions on the service 
are, in most cases, those usually 
imposed by libraries. 

Reference  service.—Reference 
service is given by 24 of the 29 
college libraries which returned 
the questionnaire. Estimates of 
the use by non-college patrons of 
reference service range from un- 
der per cent to over 50. Five of 
the libraries report service to few- 
er than 5 community patrons per 
month, 5 report between 5 and 15 
such patrons, one estimates serv- 
ice to approximately 25 non-col- 
lege patrons per month and 3 serv- 
ice more than 50 per month. Oc- 
cupational groups to which non- 
college patrons using reference 
service belong correspond rather 
closely to those to which users of 
the loan service belong. 

Reference service to the non- 
college public was found to be rel- 
atively free from restrictions as 
evidenced by the fact that 21 of 
the libraries place no restrictions 
whatever on the service beyond 


MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNITY SERVICES OF JUNIOR 
COLLEGE LIBRARIES 





Type of Service 


Libraries reporting each 
Per Cent 





Number 





Provision of meeting rooms 
Provision of special equipment 


Participation of staff in community projects 


— of local history materials 
er 


12 
8 
11 
11 
1 
10 


41 
28 
38 
38 

4 
34 
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the limits of time and the library’s 
resources. 

Interlibrary loan.—It was found 
that interlibrary loan service is 
available to the non-college public 
in 15 or 51 per cent of the libraries 
returning questionnaires. Eight of 
the 17 libraries that made esti- 
mates of the number of non-col- 
lege patrons using interlibrary 
loans reported fewer than two 
transactions per month. 

Miscellaneous services.—Junior 
college libraries were found to pro- 
vide various services in addition 
to the types listed above. The pro- 
vision of rooms for meetings of 
non-college groups was reported as 
a special service by 12 libraries. 
Eleven libraries report that staff 
members participate in commun- 
ity projects of various types such 
as great books discussion groups, 
adult education programs, etc. An 
equal number collect material of 
local historical interest. 


Eight allow non-college use of 
special equipment such as moving 


picture projectors, slide projec- 
tors, and phonographs. 

One library maintains a collec- 
tion of children’s books for the 
use of non-college borrowers and 
three others report close coopera- 
tion with local public schools. 

Although a willingness to serve 
the non-college public is evident 
in most of the libraries, the com- 
munity services of Texas junior 
college libraries, when viewed as a 
whole, appear to be passive and 
static rather than active and dy- 
namic. They consist largely of 
materials and services available to 
those who are willing to come after 
them. Many people will argue that 
this is as it should be, saying that 
it is not the province of a library 
to put on a promotion campaign 
for library service similar to those 
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used by a manufacturer for his 
product. Perhaps this is the cor. 
rect attitude. It is not the pu. 
pose of this paper to determin 
the “correct” attitude toward this 
problem. But as long as library 
service is offered to a community 
in a passive “come-and-get-it-if. 
you-want-it” manner, it will be 
used by few members of the con- 
munity. Therefore if it is desir. 
able that greater community use 
be made of the services offered 
by junior college libraries, it is 
recommended that some form of 
promotion be used to increase con- 
munity awareness of the services 
available. However, when one con- 
siders the present attitude toward 
community service on the part of 
the junior college librarians, and 
the relative newness of the junior 
college movement, one is tempted § 
to predict that ten years will see 
a striking increase both in the com- 
munity use of the junior college 
library and in the types of serv- 
ices offered by the college libraries 
to the non-college public. 


IDEAS FOR LIBRARY 
EXHIBITS IN DECEMBER 


George Washington’s Fare 
well Address, 1783 

Walt Disney—1901 

Pearl Harbour Day 

Eli Whitney 1765-1825. 
Joel Chandler Harris, 1848 
1908. Southern journalist and 
creator of Uncle Remus 
Melvil Dewey, 1851-1931. 
Jane Austen, 1775-1817 
Forefather’s Day. Commem- 
orates the landing of the Pil- 
grims at Plymouth, 1621 
Christmas Day 

Louis Pasteur, 1822-1895 
Woodrow Wilson, 1856-1924. 
Andrew Johnson, 1808-1875. 
Rudyard Kipling, 1865-1936 
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One of the objectives of Texas Libraries is to dissemi- 


nate the news-notes type of library information which 


is of so much interest and value to librarians, trustees, 


and friends. 


We are very largely dependent on news- 


paper items for the feature Libraries Over the State, 


and so the picture presented of Texas libraries and li- 


brarians is always incomplete, frequently sketchy, and 


sometimes inaccurate. 


In striving for state-wide cov- 


erage in each issue we welcome any contributions about 


libraries, associations, personnel, plans, services, gifts, 


building, remodeling, new equipment, milestones of cir- 


culation or bookstock, etc. 
tor: 


tion, Austin, Texas. 


The proposed Sam Rayburn 
Library is nearing reality 
as bids for the construc- 
tion of the library start in Dallas on 
November 4. The library—a $450,000 
structure near the Bonham Square— 
was the idea of Speaker of the House 
Sam Rayburn in his desire to make a 
gift to the people of Texas. His dona- 
tion of $10,000 started the fund drive 
and since then nearly $200,000 has 
been collected from donors over the 
state and all parts of the United States. 
The goal of the foundation is $800,000, 
half of which will be expended for the 
construction and the remainder for a 
maintenance fund. The library will be 
built of light gray marble on the site 
of the old Duncan school. The tract 
purchased from the Bonham indepen- 
dent school district covers more than 
a block. The library will house the 
papers acquired by Mr. Rayburn in his 
nearly half century as a member of 
the Texas Legislature and the United 


BONHAM 
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Address such items to Edi- 
Texas Libraries, Texas State Library, Capitol Sta- 


States Congress. American history and 
American historical biography collect- 
ed by Speaker Rayburn will also be 
housed in the library. A special fea- 
ture of the library will be the inclu- 
sion of a replica of the Speaker’s of- 
fice in Washington. This room will 
be the exact size of the Speaker’s of- 
fice and will be fitted with the furni- 
ture used by Mr. Rayburn while serv- 
ing as speaker. The architect, Mr. 
Roscoe DeWitt, said that construction 
was expected to start soon if the con- 
tract was awarded on the Nov. 4 let- 
ting date. 


An open house was held in 
the new public library on 
October 19. This is the 
first public library ever located in Cen- 
ter. During the war the community 
house was used as a USO building and 
a reading corner was established there 
for the boys in service. Books donat- 
ed at that time that have survived 
weather, destruction, and loss will be 


CENTER 


183 


among the 200 books ready for distri- 
bution. 


On October 8, citizens of 
CONROE Conroe approved the issu- 

ance of a bond which will 
provide funds for a new $300,000 li- 
brary building. It will be approximate- 
ly nine months before the building is 
completed. Conroe is the first com- 
munity to vote bonds for a library 
building under the new library legis- 
lation passed by the last legislature. 


District IV, of the 
Texas Library Asso- 
ciation, held its an- 
nual meeting on October 8 at Browns- 
ville. Library publicity was the theme 
of the meeting. Speakers included the 
president of the Texas Library Associ- 
ation, Mrs. Margaret Hoyal, librarian 
at Kilgore Public Library; Mrs. How- 
ard E. Butt, Sr. of Corpus Christi, and 
Paul Greenwood of the State Board of 
Education. In a post-conference busi- 
ness meeting, Norman Heard, librarian 
of Pan American College in Edinburg, 
was elected Chairman of the district. 
Other officers for the coming year will 
be Miss Persis Pooley, vice-chairman 
and chairman-elect; and Miss Doris 
Smith, Secretary-treasurer. A total of 
61 librarians from the 27 southern 
counties which make up the district 
that extends from Beeville to the Val- 
ley attended the meeting. 


BROWNSVILLE 


The plans for a coun- 
ty library are being 
made in several 
meetings of the steering committee. 
The group formally organized at a 
county-wide meeting on November 17 
will be called ‘‘Friends of the William- 
son County Library.’’ Mrs. David Kor- 
ezinski headed the steering commit- 
tee and William F. Forest, assistant 
county surveyor, headed the publicity 
committee for organization plans. 


GEORGETOWN 
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Dedication of portraits 
and an open house wag 
held in the Nicholson 
Memorial library. Paintings were pre- 
sented to the library by Mr. and Mrs. 
W. R. Nicholson, donors of the library, 
to be placed in the adult reading room. 
The pictures included a portrait of 
their son the late Ronald Nicholson 
for whom the library was named. 


LONGVIEW 


An extension class in 
library science, taught 
each Tuesday evening 
by Mr. John E. Burke, Director of Li- 
brary Service at East Texas State 
Teachers College, is held at the Mt. 
Vernon Elementary School. More than 
twenty librarians and teachers from 
East Texas are attending the sessions 
for full college credit. 


MT. VERNON 


Principal speaker at 
the annual District VI 
meeting of the Texas 
Teen-age Librarians Association in its 
one day session at New Boston, Texas, 
on Saturday, November 12th, was Mr. 
John E. Burke, Director of Library 
Service at East Texas State Teachers 
College, Commerce, Texas. More than 
600 delegates and sponsors from jun- 
ior and senior high schools of East 
Texas attended the sessions which saw 
the teen-age librarians discuss librari- 
anship as a career, the role of audio- 
visual materials in schools, the signifi- 
cance of books, and to hear committee 
reports and club reports. Mary Dollar- 
hide, senior at the New Boston Senior 
High School, presided at the sessions. 
Co-sponsors were Mrs. Nan Longino, 
librarian at New Boston and Mrs. Bea- 
trice Hill, librarian at Hooks, Texas. 


District VIII, of 
the Texas Libra- 
ry Association, 
held their annual meeting in New 
Braunfels on October 15. The theme 
of the meeting was ‘Adult Education.” 
A coffee hour was held in the morn- 
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ing, followed by panel discussions. Par- 
ticipating in the panel discussions were 
Miss Frederica Killgore of the Exten- 
sion Loan Library, The University of 
Texas; Mrs. Fay Block, Head, Audio- 
Visual Department, Austin Public Li- 
prary; Brother Roy Cherrier, Adult 
Education Department, St. Mary’s Uni- 
versity, San Antonio; and Mrs. Juanima 
McLaughlin, Former Librarian, Bexar 
County, San Antonio. A business meet- 
ing was held in the afternoon, at which 
time reports were given on the ‘Texas 
Library Association Development Sur- 
yey” by Mr. J. W. Wallace, Librarian, 
San Antonio College; and ‘University 
of Texas Library Personnel Survey” by 
Mr. Leroy Linder, Assistant Professor, 
Graduate School of Library Science, 
University of Texas. 

District III, of the Texas 
SNYDER Library Association held its 

annual conference in Sny- 
der on October 15. Loula Grace Erd- 
man, popular novelist and English pro- 


the Public hintes 





fessor at West Texas State College, 
Canyon, and Robert Raymond Douglass, 
Director of the Graduate School of Li- 
brary Science at the University of Tex- 
as spoke at the meeting. 


\ 

Miss Mildred Dulaney, librari- 
WACO an of the Waco Public Libra- 

ry, has announced a new ap- 
pointment to her staff. William H. 
Oliver Scott, formerly with the Uni- 
versity of Illinois staff at Chicago, has 
been appointed to the position of As- 
sistant Librarian of the Waco Public 
Library. 


District VII, Tex- 
as Library Associ- 
tion, met in Wich- 
ita Falls for its 1955 annual confer- 
ence. The theme of the meeting was 
“Let’s inform ourselves about state and 
national library activities.’’ Sixty-four 
librarians from District VII attended 
the meeting. The 1956 annual con- 
ference will be held in Stephenville. 


WICHITA FALLS 


McAllen Memorial Library 
Mrs. Ruth W. Abbott 


Librarian 


The McAllen Library was housed 
for years in a basement under a 
bandstand in a small city park 
where the dampness and mold took 
its toll of the books, and space 
was at a premium. 

The Women’s Club and the Li- 
brary Board spent many discour- 
aging hours trying to interest our 
citizens in building a library. The 
money was finally raised by pub- 
lic subscription, and on May 28th, 
1950 the grand opening was held 
and the building now known as 
The McAllen Memorial Library 
formally presented to the city by 
the President of the board. Some 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 


large gifts helped to build the li- 
brary but in the main it was the 
small donations by the many pub- 
lic-spirited citizens that brought 
the dream to reality. 


The building, designed by Mr. 
Zeb Rike, is of modern design. It 
walls are of masonry cavity with 
an exterior of cream colored, ve- 
lour textured face brick; and an 
interior of exposed, painted, hand- 
made Norman brick. The roof 
structure consists of light steel 
bar joists 28 inches on center with 
wood decking and built up gravel 


roofing. The outside trim is green; 
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Children’s Room 


the building has a setting of palm 


trees and crimson bougainvillea. 

The plan of the building is T- 
shaped. Across the front occupy- 
ing a space 80 feet long and 24 
feet wide are the adult and chil- 
dren’s reading rooms, divided by 
an entrance way and the main 
desk. Between the two large 
front doors is a display window 6 
feet wide and 2 feet deep. The 
doors to this window, opening in- 
ward, are covered with cork on 
both sides affording space for 
book covers, posters, etc. The ceil- 
ings are acoustical tile with ap- 
proximately 70 percent sound ab- 
sorption. Floor coverings are as- 
phalt tile; lighting is slimline 
fluorescent with incandescent 
lighting used at entrance, office, 
and workroom. The building is air- 
conditioned throughout. Accordi- 
on doors 17 feet wide and 11 feet 
high can be drawn to close off the 
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Children’s room for Story Hour 
and other meetings. 

The decor of these rooms is col- 
orful, but restful. The long side 
walls are painted a pastel green, 
one end wall is chocolate brown 
and the other a deep gray. Shelv- 
ing in both rooms is chocolate 
brown. 

Murals adorn the gray end wall 
in the Children’s Room. A Treas- 
ure Island motif is carried out with 
large pirate figures flanking a map 
and a treasure chest. The side 
walls have a vine design under 
which the figures of a boy and 
girl look up at branches bearing 
the names of the classics in chil- 
dren’s literature. All are done in 
line design. 

One corner of this room, cut off 
by low book shelves, form a Teen 
Age section centered by a large 
round coffee table surrounded by 
colorful easy chairs. Furniture of 
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Adult Reading Area 


both rooms is finished in light nat- 
ural color. A west door of the 
Children’s room opens on to roofed 
portico, thence to a patio bounded 
by a low brick wall. 


Back of the main desk is the 24 
by 37 foot stack room, along the 
south side of which are located the 
Librarian’s office, the work room, 
rest rooms and storage closet. To- 
tal footage of the building is 3,487 
square feet. The north wall of 
the stack room is of curtain wall 
construction for ease in removal 
for future expansion, for which 
space was provided in the archi- 
tect’s plans, when we have out- 
grown our present facilities enough 
to double the stack room area. 


The goal of our service to the 
community is a friendly atmos- 
phere at all times; to have our 
patrons feel it is their library, es- 
pecially the children and teen age 
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group. We encourage the young 
people to give us suggestions for 
books and periodicals for their 
section and their response has been 
rewarding. Almost half our cir- 
culation is from the juvenile and 
teen age departments. 

Reference work is one of the 
important duties of the staff. The 
high school students use this serv- 
ice extensively and having a four- 
year college nearby we have stu- 
dents from all the nearby towns 
as well as our own. 

We cooperate with schools in a 
number of ways. Teachers are 
allowed to borrow large numbers 
of books at once with no time lim- 
it. They bring their classes from 
time to time to the library for in- 
struction in the use of the card 
catalogue, how to find the books 
they want, and the rules for check- 

(Continued on page 192) 
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McALLEN ... from p. 188 


ing out the books. 

We meet with P. T. A. groups 
to demonstrate to them what serv- 
ices we have to offer for their chil- 
dren’s school work. We have a 
small, but growing, art picture file 
which the teachers of art classes 
are free to use. 

We have Story Hour on Friday 
afternoon. The Junior Service 
League sponsors the Children’s 
room, having furnished it and pro- 
vided a great many of the books. 
One of their number acts as story 
teller and several times a year 
they put on a puppet show for the 
youngsters. They give ten hours 
a week to work in the juvenile 
department, checking out books 
and any other duty they are as- 
signed. 

The Senior Service League is in 


charge of the work of keeping up 
the art file, the Music Club has 


built up our music section, and the 
Garden Club our garden section, 
so that almost everyone in town 
has a personal stake in the library. 
Most of the study clubs pass 
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their books on to us at the e dot 
their year. 4 

Another service we enjoy givil 
is helping the study clubs in t 
selection of books for reviewing 
and finding material for talks on 
various subjects. $ 

Perhaps our most outstanding 
department is our collection of me 
ligious books. Through a bequest 
we have been able to acquire a 
most unusual number of good 
books in that section for this size 
library. 

We have a large tourist pope 
lation in winter who make use of 
our books. We serve an urban 
population of about 24,000, as well 
as the rural areas and the sur 
rounding towns. 

The library is open 58 hours @ 
week—two evenings a week until 
nine p.m. 

Our staff consists of three full 
time and two part time workers, 
We subscribe to 44 periodicals 
are having a substantial number 
bound. Our circulation has mor 
than doubled since our opening and 
we are rapidly outgrowing of 
quarters. 








